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Federal Communic dons Commission
Washington D.C. 20554

In the Matter ofFederal CommlUlieations
CODlmission Notice of Proposed RulemaIdng
(NPRM) on Media Ownenhip,

Comment of Media Action Marin on behalf 0 itself and the below listed eoneemed
individuals and orpniutioas. ,

A.lNTRODUcnON

Media Action Marin MAM is a grassroolB media adv ~ in Marin County that 1) works to inform the Marin
public about the failure ofthe mainstream cmporate • to provide unbiased and diverse news and information on
the important issues ofthe day, 2) educates viewers about e J!otential ofCommQnity Television to educate and
inform COQUIIUIIity members and to give Marin's diverse a voice in their community, and 3) takes a
1eadenhip role in the effort to buUdllllcl run a successful . Community Media Center (MCMC).

• i

OnJ_ 21,2006, die Federal O .."'w....ion':~5t<l'CC) initiated ill Quadrennial Regulatory Review of
BlOlIdcast Ownenbip RuJes, and is seeking 00IIIIIIeIIt a f'orm!lI Notice ofProposed RuJemaldng (NPRM).
The following comments on this NPRM IIlIl hereby to the FCC today by Media Action Marin.

divenity ofopinion

The public bu the constitutional rigllt to ornmmuric-te in uninbibited marl<etplace of ideas. The purpose ofthe
First Amendment is to preserve that right. As slIded by Unbd States Supreme Comt

"It is the purpose otthe First~ to an uninblbited marl<etplace ofideas in which ttuth
wiI1t1ltilll8tely prevailntbertban to COI"i1"WQ DlOIlopoIizalioD ofthat 1IIlIIbt... It is the rigllt ofthe
public to receive suitable _ to social, pol' . esthetic, moral and olher ideas wbich is c:ruciaI here.'
(Red Lion Broadcasting Co. V. FCC, 395 U.S. 3 7)

Jast a Few Corporations Control The Media

Wrth this background, Media Action Marin Respectfully bnlill the folJowing Comment to the Federal
Communications Commission in this JlI""*"ing·.

Protect the Fint Amendment

Over the last twenty years, COlpolate oWDtrIbip cc:;=::': bas led to steep declines in female, minority and local
ownership oppoI1Unities and the homogeDizIItion of in radio, television and newspapers. In tnrth, just a few
COI)lOIations control most ofwbat Americ:Ins see, bear read.

Ownenhip Matten

The nWn goal ofany action being considered by die l' Communications Commission should be the protection
ofeliy.sit,. in media ownership. The FCC should IIJIlId ,m·fimJrofa diverse, eqallable aDd fair media
lIIlU'btpiaee. PI'ior to enacting lID)' new rules on media o'~Il1lIJ:ip',MediaA.ctlon Marin and the undersigned



iDdividuaIa lIIIIlllpnlmkD.die FCC to...die~ IIroughlocalhearings and oomments; to encourage
iDdependont, IocaI, diverse andllOll-COlllJJleiai media . and ownersblp; and to support net neutrality rules
!bat treat all information and users as equals.

COlDDlllllicatiOD is a FDDdamentai HlUIWI Ri@ht

Everyone bas !be right to communicate, not just those with !be loudest microphones, the most expensive studio or
the widest dismbution nmwork. The FCC's goal in !bese should be
"to preserve an lIIIinhibited IlUll'ketplllce ofide IS i. whkh the truth wilIlI1timIIteIyprevail."

Democracy demands and requires nothing les

Respectfy,lIy Submitted Ily;

Media Action Mann, by PeI.er Francie, Chi r
Mill Valley Senlo,. for Pesce, Bill Usher, ",.'r
Canal Human & Economics Council, Jon Ortltglf, President
lllarin Peace and Justice CoalItion
Be The MedIa, by DavId Math/$on
Social Justice centerofMarin
{other slgn-ons pending] .
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Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

Docket No. 06-121
)
)
)

Before the

In the Matter of Federal Communications
Commission Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(NPRM) on Media Ownenhip,

Comment of Media Action Marin on behalf of itself and the below listed concerned
individuals and organizations.

A. INTRODUCTION

Media Action Marin MAM is a grassroots media advocacy group in Marin County that I) works to inform the Marin
public about the failure ofthe mainstream corporate media to provide unbiased and diverse news and infonnation on
the important issues ofthe day, 2) educates viewers about the potential ofCommunity Television to educate and
inform community members and to give Marin's diverse cultures a voice in their community, and 3) takes a
leadership role in the effort to build and nm a successful Marin Community Media Center (MCMC).

On June 21, 2006, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) initiated its Quadrennial Regulatory Review of
Broadcast Ownersbip Rules, and is seeking comment through a formal Notice ofProposed Rulemaking (NPRM).
The following comments on this NPRM are bereby submitted to the FCC today by Media Action Marin.

With this background, Media Action Marin Respectfully Submits the following Comment to the Federal
Communications Commission in this proceeding:

Democracy demands divenity of opinion

Protect the First Amendment

The public bas the constitutional right to communicate in an uninhtbited marketplace of ideas. The purpose ofthe
First Amendment is to preserve that right. As stated by the United States Supreme Court:

"It is the purpose ofthe First Amendment to preserve an uninhibited marketplace of ideas in wbicb truth
will ultimately prevail rather than to countenance monopolization ofthat market... It is the right ofthe
public to receive suitable access to social, political, esthetic, moral and other ideas whicb is crucial bere."
(Red Lion Broadcasting Co. V. FCC, 395 U.S. 367)

Just a Few Corporations Control The Media

Over the last twenty years, corporate ownership concentration bas led to steep declines in female, minority and local
ownership opportunities and the bomogenization ofcontent in radio, television and newspapers. In truth, just a few
corporations control most ofwbat Americans see, bear and read.

Ownenhip Matters

The main goal ofany action being considered by the Federal Communications Commission sbould be the protection
ofdiversity in media ownership. The FCC should stand firmly in favor ofa diverse, equitable and fair media
marketplace. Prior to enacting any new rules on media ownership, Media Action Marin and the undersigned
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indh,iduals and organizations urge the FCC to engage the public through local bearings and comments; to encourage
independent local, diverse and non-commerciaJ media creation and ownership; and to support net neutrality rules
that treat all infonnation and users as equals.

Communication is a Fundamental Human Right

Everyone has the right to communicate, not just those with the loudest microphones, the most expensive studio or
the widest distribntion network. The FCC's goal in these proceedings should be
"to preserve an uninhibited marketplace ofideas in which the truth will ultimately prevail."

Democracy demands and requires nothing less.
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I

Respectfully Submitted bY:

Media Action Marin, by Peter Franck, Chair
Mill Valley Seniors for Peace, Bill Usher, Chair
Canal Human & Economics Council, Jon Ortega, President
Marin Peace and Justice Coalition
Be The Media, by David Mathison
Social Justice Center ofMarin
{other sign-ons pending}

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTS OF MARIN COUNTY
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Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

Docket No. 06-121
)
)
)

Before the

In the Matter of Federal Communications
Commission Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(NPRM) on Media Ownership,

Comment of Media Action Marin on behalf of itself and the below listed concerned
individuals and organizations.

A. INTRODUCTION

Media Action Marin MAM is a grassroots media advocacy group in Marin County that I) works to inform the Marin
public about the failure ofthe mainstream corporate media to provide unbiased and diverse news and information on
the important issues ofthe day, 2) educates viewers about the potential ofCommunity Television to educate and
inform community members and to give Marin's diverse cultures a voice in their community, and 3) takes a
leadership role in the effort to build and nUl a successful Marin Community Media Center (MCMC).

On June 21, 2006, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) initiated its Quadrennial Regulatory Review of
Broadcast Ownership Rules, and is seeking comment through a formal Notice ofProposed Rulemaking (NPRM).
The following comments on this NPRM are hereby submitted to the FCC today by Media Action Marin.

With this background, Media Action Marin Respectfully Submits the following Comment to the Federal
Communications Commission in this proceeding:

Democracy demands diversity of opinion

Protect the First Amendment

The public bas the constitutional right to communicate in an uninhibited marketplace of ideas. The purpose of the
First Amendment is to preserve that right. As stated by the United States Supreme Coort:

"It is the purpose ofthe First Amendment to preserve an uninhibited marketplace of ideas in which truth
will ultimately prevail rather than to countenance monopolization ofthat marl<et... It is the right ofthe
public to receive suitable access to social, political, esthetic, moral and other ideas which is crucial here."
(Red Lion Broadcasting Co. V. FCC, 395 U.S. 367)

Just a Few Corporations Control The Media

Over the last twenty years, corporate ownership concentration has led to steep declines in female, minority and local
ownership opportunities and the homogenization ofcontent in radio, television and newspapers. In truth, just a few
corporations control most ofwhat Americans see, hear and read.

Ownership Matters

The main goal ofany action being considered by the Federal Communications Commission should be the protection
ofdiversity in media ownership. The FCC should stand firmly in favor ofa diverse, equitable and fair media
marketplace. Prior to enacting any new rules on media ownership, Media Action Marin and the undersigned

o



\

indi\,idua1s and organi7atioDS urge the FCC to engage the public through local hearings and comments; to encourage

independen~ local, diverse and non-commercial media creation and ownership; and to support net neutrality rules
that treat all information and users as equals.

Communication is a Fundamental Human Right

Everyone has the rigbt to communicate, not just those with the loudest microphones, the most expensive studio or
the widest distribution network. The FCC's goal in these proceedings should be
"to preserve an uninhibited IIUlrketplace ofideas in which the truth will ultillUltely prevail."

Democracy demands and requires nothing less.
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I II I I I I I I I I I I I I I

Respectfullv Submitted bY:

Media Action Marin, by Peter Franck, Chair
Mill Valley Seniors for Peace, Bill Usher, Chair
Canal Human & Economics Council, Jon Ortega, President
Marin Peace and Justice Coalition
Be The Media, by David Mathison
Social Justice Center ofMarin
[other sign-ons pending]

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTS OF MARIN COUNTY

Name Email address Phone for Please
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Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

Docket No. 06-121
)
)
)

Before the

In the Matter of Federal Communications
Commission Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(NPRM) on Media Ownership,

Comment of Media Action Marin on behalfof itself and the below listed concerned
individuals and organizations.

A. INTRODUCTION

Media Action Marin MAM is a grassroots media advocacy group in Marin County that I) works to inform the Marin
public about the failure ofthe mainstream corporate media to provide unbiased and diverse news and infonnation on
the important issues ofthe day, 2) educates viewers about the potential ofCommunity Television to educate and
inform community members and to give Marin's diverse cultures a voice in their community, and 3) takes a
leadership role in the effort to build and run a successful Marin Community Media Center (MCMC).

On June 21, 2006, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) initiated its Quadreunial Regulatory Review of
Broadcast Ownership Rules, and is seeking comment through a formal Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM).
The following comments on this NPRM are hereby submitted to the FCC today by Media Action Marin.

With this background. Media Action Marin Respectfully Submits the following Comment to the Federal
Communications Commission in this proceeding:

Democracy demands diversity of opinion

Protect the First Amendment

The public bas the constitutional right to communicate in an uninhibited marketplace of ideas. The purpose of the
First Amendment is to preserve that right. As stated by the United Slates Supreme Coort:

"11 is the purpose ofthe First Amendment to preserve an uninhibited marketplace of ideas in which troth
will ultimately prevail rather than to countenance monopolization of that market... 11 is the right ofthe
public to receive suitable access to social, political, esthetic, moral and other ideas which is crucial here."
(Red Lion Broadcasting Co. V. FCC, 395 U.S. 367)

Just a Few Corporations Control The Media

Over the last twenty years, corporate ownership concentration bas led to steep declines in female, minority and local
ownership opportunities and the homogenization ofcontent in radio, television and newspapers. In troth, just a few
corporations control most ofwhat Americans see, hear and read.

Ownership Matters

The main goal ofany action being considered by the Federal Communications Commission should be the protection
ofdiversity in media ownership. The FCC should stand firmly in favor ofa diverse, equitable and fair media
marketplace. Prior to enacting any new rules on media ownership, Media Action Marin and the undersigned
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indhliduals and organizations urge the FCC to engage the public through local hearings and comments; to encourage
independent, local, diverse and non-commercial media creation and ownership; and to support net neutrality mles
that treat all information and users as equals.

Communication is a Fundamental Human Right

Everyone has the right to communicate, not just those with the loudest microphones, the most expensive studio or
the widest distribution network. The FCC's goal in these proceedings should be
"to preserve an uninhibitedmarketplace ofideas in which the truth will ultimately prevail."

Democracy demands and requires nothing less.
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I II I I II I I I I I I I I I I II I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I

Respectfully Submitted by:

Media Action Marin, by Peter Franck, Chair
Mill Valley Seniors for Peace, Bill Usher, Chair
Canal Human & Economics Council, Jon Ortega, President
Marin Peace and Justice Coalition
Be The Media, by David Mathison
Social Justice Center ofMarin
[other sign-ons pending]

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTS OF MARIN COUNTY

Name Email address Phone for Please

verification check, for
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offuture
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Before the
Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of Federal Communications
Commission Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(NPRM) on Media Ownership,

)
)
)

Docket No. 06-121

Comment of Media Action Marin on behalf of itself and the below listed concerned
individuals and organizations.

A. INTRODUCTION

Media Action Marin MAM is a grassroots media advocacy group in Marin County that I) works
to inform the Marin public about the failure of the mainstream corporate media to provide
unbiased and diverse news and information on the important issues of the day, 2) educates
viewers about the potential of Community Television to educate and inform community
members and to give Marin's diverse cultures a voice in their community, and 3) takes a
leadership role in the effort to build and run a successful Marin Community Media Center
(MCMC).

On June 21, 2006, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) initiated its Quadrennial
Regulatory Review of Broadcast Ownership Rules, and is seeking comment through a formal
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM). The following comments on this NPRM are hereby
submitted to the FCC today by Media Action Marin.

With this background, Media Action Marin Respectfully Submits the following Comment to the
Federal Communications Commission in this proceeding:

Democracy demands diversity of opinion

Protect the First Amendment

The public has the constitutional right to communicate in an uninhibited marketplace of ideas.
The pWl'0se of the First Amendment is to preserve that right. As stated by the United States
Supreme Court:

"It is the purpose of the First Amendment to preserve an uninhibited marketplace of ideas
in which truth will ultimately prevail rather than to countenance monopolization of that
market... It is the right of the public to receive suitable access to social, political, esthetic,
moral and other ideas which is crucial here." (Red Lion Broadcasting Co. V. FCC, 395 U.S.
367)



Just a Few Corporations Control The Media

Over the last twenty years, corporate ownership concentration has led to steep declines in
female, minority and local ownership opportunities and the homogenization of content in radio,
television and newspapers. In truth, just a few corporations control most of what Americans see,
hear and read.

Ownership Matters

The main goal of any action being considered by the Federal Communications Commission
should be the protection of diversity in media ownership. The FCC should stand firmly in favor
of a diverse, equitable and fair media marketplace. Prior to enacting any new rules on media
ownership, Media Action Marin and the undersigned individuals and organizations urge the FCC
to engage the public through local hearings and comments; to encourage independent, local,
diverse and non-commercial media creation and ownership; and to support net neutrality rules
that treat all information and users as equals.

Communication is a Fundamental Human Right

Everyone has the right to communicate, not just those with the loudest microphones, the most
expensive studio or the widest distribution network. The FCC's goal should in these proceedings
should be "to preserve an uninhibited marketplace of ideas in which the truth will ultimately
prevail."

Democracy demands and requires nothing less.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Respectfully Submitted by:

Media Action Marin, by Peter Franck, Chair
Mill Valley Seniors for Peace, Bill Usher, Chair
Canal Human & Economics Council, Jon Ortega, President

Social Justice Center of Marin, by 4 a -~./
Marin Peace and Justice Coalition, by _

Marin County Central Committee, Democratic party _

American Civil Liberties Union, Marin chapter, by _

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTS OF MARIN COUNTY

11 «, o email address



Comment~ of Medhl Action Marin on behRlf of it~elf Rnd the
below listed concerned individuals and organizations

Name email address
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Doeket No. 06-121
)
)
)

Befo the
Federal Communi tipns Commission

Washington D~C. 20554

In the Matter ofFederal CommlUlleations
Commission Notice ofProposed RuIemakiDg
(NPRM) on Media OwDenbip,

Comment of Media Amon Marin OB behalf itself and the below listed concerned
individuals and organintions.

A. INTRODUcnON

Media Action Marin MAM is a grassroots media adv ~ in Marin County that I) wOlks to inform the Marin
public aboUt the failure ofthe mainstream c:mporate • to J!rOvide unbiased and diverse news and infonnalion on
the important issues ofthe day, 2) educates viewers aboUt e potential ofCommllllity Television to edueate and
inform lX''IUI!unity members and to give Marin's diverse turbs a voice in their conununity, and 3) takes a
Ieadenhip role in the effort to build and run a snccessful •. Community Media Center (MCMC).

On June 21, 2006, the Fedenll Qmummicetiools Commisso (FCC) initiated its QuadrenniaJ Regulatory Review of
Broadcast Ownelsbip RuIes, and is seeking co'lUl!entl '::=' fonnaI Notice ofProposed Rulemaking (NPRM).
The following conunents on tbis NPRM are hereby sut to the FCC today by Media Action Marin.

With this background, Media Action Marin Respectfully ~oji'its the following Comment to the Federal
Conunllllieations Commissinn in this proceeding:

Proteet the Fint Amendment

divenity ofopinion

The public bas the constitutional right to c:ommunic:IIte in llllinbibited marketplace of ideas. The purpose ofthe
First Amendment is to p-eserve that right. As -..d by united States Supreme Court:

"It is the JlUI1IllSl' ofthe First Amendment to e ilIIl uninhibited marketplace ofideas in which truth
willllltimately prevail~ than to countenance m~1ization ofthat market•. It is the right ofthe
public to receive suitable access to social, pali . esthetic, moral and other ideas which is crucial here."
(Red Lion Broadcudng Co. V. FCC, 395 U.S. 7)

Jnst a Few Corporations Control The Media

Over the last twenty years, corporate 0WDerSbip CC::=="on bas led to steep declines in female, minority and local
ownershlp opportunities and the homogeni7Jltion of in radio, television and newspapers. In truth, just a few
corporalions control most ofwhat Americans see, bear re8id.

OwDenhip MatteR

1be main goal ofany actjon beiDa tlC!Ql!idend by the F. eonunllllieations Commissinn should be the protection
ofdiversity in media _allip. 11IeFCC should SlllDd in favor ofa diYene, eqabable IlIId fair media
••rbtplac:e. Prior to _ling any new mJes on media~""ip'•MetJiD Action Morin and the undersigned



iDdividuaIsmil arpnl.......urp the FCC to eJJ&II8ll the ubIil: tIIrough local bearings and C(WDIIItIIIfs; to encourage
independent, local, divene andnon<OlllJllel'Ciai media and ownership; and to support net neutra1ity rules
1bat treat all information and lISen as~s. .

Commllllieation is • F_damental Human Ril :lit i

Everyone bas tho right to colDJDunieate, not just those witt the loudest microphones. the most expensive studio or
the widest distrIbution network. The FCC's goal in these should be
"to p1'e$erve an uninhibited ItUII'ketplace ofide~ in which the tI'rdh willllitinuztelyprevail."

Democracy demands and requires nothing les~

ResD!Cf!ully SUbmifted by:

Media Action Marin, by Peter Franck, Cm ir .
Mill Valley Senlol'$ for Peace, Bill Usher, ';hair
Canal Human & Economics Council, Jon Ortega, President
Marin Peace andJustice Coalition
Be The Media, by David Mathison
Social Justice Center ofMarin
[other sign-ems pending}

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL RES/DEN S OF MARIN COUNTY

Name E,,~all address Phone for
verification
purposes
only (415-
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Before the
Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of Federal Communications
Commission Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(NPRM) on Media Ownership,

)
)
)

Docket No. 06-121

Comment of Media Action Marin o'l.behalf of itself and the below listed concerned
individuals and organizations. .

A. INTRODUCTION

Media Action Marin MAM is a grassroots media advocacy group in Marin County that 1) works
to inform the Marin public about the failure of the mainstream corporate media to provide
unbiased and diverse news and infonnation on the important issues of the day. 2) educates
viewers about the potential of Community Television to educate and inform community
members and to give Marin's diverse cultures a voice in their community, and 3) takes a
leadership role in the effdrt to build and run a successful Marin Community Media Center
(MCMC).

On June 21,2006, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) initiated its Quadrennial
Regulatory Review of Broadcast Ownership Rules, and is seeking comment through a fonnal
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM). The following comments on this NPRM are hereby
submitted to the FCC today by Media Action Marin.

With this background, Media Action Marin Respectfully Submits the following Comment to the
Federal Communications Commission in this proceeding:

Democracy demands diversity of opinion

Protect the First Amendment
The public has the constitutional right to communicate in an uninhibited marketplace of ideas.
The purpose of the First Amendment is to preserve that right. As stated by the United States
Supreme Court:

i' "i; i j til 'i :LaiZt,_
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"It is the purpose of the First Amendment to preserve an uninhibited marketplace ot'icleas
in which truth will ultimately prevail rather than 10 countenance monopolization of thaI

market ... It is t\le ri~hl of the public to receive suitable access to social, politiea\, esthetic,
11101'al and other ideas which is crucial here." (Red Lion Broadcnsting Co, V. FCC. .195 US

367)

Just a Few Corporations Control The Media
Over the last twenty years, corporate ownership concentration has led to steep declines in female,
minority and local ownership opportunities and the homogenization of content in radio,
television and newspapers. In truth, just a few corporations control most of what Americans see,
hear and read.

Ownership Matters
The main goal of any action being considered by the Federal Communications Commission
should be the protection of diversity in media ownership. The FCC should stand firmly in favor
of a diverse, equitable and fair media marketplace. Prior to enacting any new rules onl11edia
ownership, Media Action Marin and the undersigned individuals and organizations urge the FCC
to engage the publ Ie through local hearings and commcnts; to encourage independent. local.
diverse and non-commercial media crc~lti()11 ;\11(1 ownership; ~\nd to support net neutrality rules
that treat all information and users as equals.

Communication is a Fundamental Human Right
Everyone has the right to communicate, not just those with the loudest microphones, the most
expensive studio or the widest distribution network. The FCC's goal should in these proceedings
should be "to preserve an' uninhibited marketplace of ideas in which the truth will ultimately
prevail."

Democracy demands and requires nothing less,

Media Action Marin, by Peter Franck, Chair

Social Justice Center of Marin, by _

Marin Peace and Justice Coalition, by _

Marin County Centra' Committee, Democratic party _

American Civil Liberties Union, Marin chapter, by _

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTS OF MARIN COUNTY

Nanft email address
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Comments of Media Action Marin on beh.alf of itself and the
below listed concerned individuals and organizations

~Name
f
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Michael Monasky 9035 Plaza Park Drive Elk Grove, CA 95624 9l6'~ 1lO6'
1If1lttJ~~o,

BEFORE THE FEDERAL COMMUNICAllONS COMMlSSlON "~""'l8tIlfl
A HEARING IN OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

ON CORPORATE CONSOLIDATION AND CONCENTRATION OF OWNERSHIP

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2006

For five years I was the unpaid, volunteer producer of a community television
public affairs program in Sacramento. I shot, edited, and disseminated nearly 200
broadcast-quality episodes of The General Welfare, covering, C-SPAN-style, the
uncovered; global and local activists and academics who addressed social-justice issues,
marginalized and ignored by the commercial, corporate mass media.

David Hosley, General Manager at PBS-KVIE, refused to air such shows, saying
he would do so only if each episode would be delivered, free of charge, accompanied by
an on-air fee of $20,000 per episode. Pay-to-play is the mantra at community TV, public
TV, and commercial TV. I am incensed that this is the case.

These broadcast airwaves belong to the people. Adding cable insult to broadcast
injury, monopolies have been granted by municipalities and counties to corporate-cable
media giants, in return for a few cable channels. There are parts of.!Z!r home front yard
property with which I may not tamper due to right of way granted to cable TV utilities.

I have never owned broadcast-quality audio-video gathering and editing
equipment. I have always borrowed it. It is no longer available, in working order, at
ACCESS Sacramento. Their budget was slashed years ago by the Sacramento
Metropolitan Cable Television Commission, a joint-powers agency for Sacramento
County and its municipalities. Otherwise, I'd be shooting and editing today. Even
miniaturized, digital equipment is stilI prohibitively expensive for working folks like me.

So I, too, must pay-to-play. I must pay to belong to ACCESS Sacramento, but its
equipment is beyond repair, unavailable to me in working order. I must pay, to PBS
General Manager David Hosley at KVIE, $20,000 per broadcast episode of a public
affairs TV show, which I must provide free of charge. And commercial, corporate TV is
extravagantly expensive.

And this is just one example of how monopoly market economics mitigates the
message to the masses. Money makes the message. Greed is good, Mr. Gecko.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Monasky




